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Brussels, 10 December 2013 • 12:30-14:30
CCBE premises: Rue Joseph II 40 – 1000 Bruxelles (5th floor)

On 27 November 2013 the European Commission published a package of legislative proposals and recommendations 
addressed to Member States to strengthen procedural safeguards for citizens in criminal proceedings. 

The proposals introduce common minimum standards for the right to a fair trial in the European Union, in particular 
to guarantee:

•	 respect for the presumption of innocence and the right to be present at trial; 

•	 access of suspects and accused to provisional legal aid at the early stages of proceedings, especially those subject 
to a European Arrest Warrant.

The briefing brings together the European Commission’s team of experts in charge of the dossier with practitioners 
and policy stakeholders to examine the key elements of the proposed legislation.

Speakers
Gonçalo Braga da Cruz, Legislative Officer, Procedural Criminal Law, DG Justice, European Commission, Brussels

Johanna Engström, Legislative Officer, Procedural Criminal Law, DG Justice, European Commission, Brussels

James MacGuill, Solicitor, Chair of the CCBE Criminal Law Committee, Dublin

Holger Matt, Chair of the European Criminal Bar Association (ECBA), Professor of Criminal Law, Defence Lawyer, 
Frankfurt

Olivier Tell, Head of Unit, Judicial Cooperation in Criminal Matters, DG Justice, European Commission, Brussels

Moderators
Corina Badea, Course Director, Criminal Law, ERA

Peter McNamee, Senior Legal Adviser, CCBE

Registration fee (including documentation and refreshments): 	 € 50

EU officials and members of the “Friends of ERA” association: 		 No fee

For further information:

Corina Badea 

Course Director

Tel.      +49 (0) 651 9 37 37 311

Email    cbadea@era.int
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Vitězslava Fričová 

ERA Representation in Brussels

Tel.      +32 (0) 2 736 25 02

Email    khoetzel@era.int
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Key topics
•	 presumption of 

innocence and the 
right to be present 
at trial in criminal 
proceedings

•	 provisional legal aid for 
suspects or accused 
persons deprived of 
liberty and legal aid 
in European Arrest 
Warrant proceedings


